
Buard comes to the conclusion that the serum reaction
is really one of the best means of demonstrating the
tuberculous infection. The method is therefore thought
worthy of trial, especially with a view to rendering it
easier of practical application so that it might become
available for more general use.

MEDICAL COLLEGE ENDOWMENTS.

Endowments to medical colleges have been in the past
among the rarest events in this country ; not half a

dozen institutions have received any considerable sums,
and very few anything at all. It would seem, however,
that there is possibly a turn in the tide and that of the
many liberal donations poured out for the benefit of
almost every kind of public institution some may flow
in the channel of medical education. We recently noted
the generous gift of Dr. Senn to Rush Medical College.
We have now to report those of Drs. Quine and Steele
to aid respectively in the support of the medical library
and pathologic laboratory of the University of Illinois,
in other words, the College of Physicians and Surgeons.
That these come from members of its own faculty makes
it none the less a welcome sign. It shows the interest
that these physicians have in the institution with which
their names have been connected from the beginning.
There are few who appreciate what the medical profes¬
sion does for the public good. Were it generally recog¬
nized and compared with that portion of its work as

proves actually remunerative, it would be universally
admitted that of all professions it is the altruistic one

par excellence. There is no other, not even the clerical,
that compares with it in this respect. That the public
does not appreciate the fact really makes very little dif¬
ference. An account is kept of it somewhere and in the
long run it will be credited up. There are not many
physicians, however, even in the large cities that are

able to give large gifts, but there are many public-
spirited men who only need an example to set them in
the right way. With endowed medical colleges we will
have progressed a long step in the way of advancing
medical education and medical science, but we do not
believe it is in the order of things that the endowment
should come entirely out of the medical profession itself.

THE STERILIZATION OF CATHETERS.
The danger of infection from the use of catheters

and the difficulty at times in sterilizing them are so
well known as not to require elaboration, and any
method that promises to obviate these conditions will
be given a cordial reception at the hands of surgeons.
The problem is a simple one in the case of metallic
instruments, as these can be readily, effectively and
promptly sterilized by heat; but the difficulty has been
especially with the silk, cotton, and rubber catheters,
which do not tolerate well the action of high temper-
atures, as well as of the most efficient disinfectants.
Influenced by these considerations, Katzenstein1 was
led to devise a method by means of which it is possible
with the aid of formaldehyde vapor to sterilize catheters
thoroughly in the course of from ten to twenty minutes.
For this purpose an apparatus was constructed con-

sisting of two main parts, one a shallow chamber for
the generation of the disinfecting vapor, and the other
a repository for the catheters. The former was provided
with a detachable, vertical cover in front, while the
opposed wall is perforated by a number of openings,
which can be closed by slides and terminate posteriorly
io cylinders cut with screw-threads for the attachment
of the catheters. This chamber is air-tight, in order
that the gas generated can escape only through the
catheters, and from its posterior wall project shoulders
intended for the support of wire shelves for holding
the catheters. The second part of the apparatus con¬
sists in an extensible chamber provided with openings
through which the formaldehyde vapor can escape after
it has passed through and over the catheters. Steril¬
ization is effected by exposing three grams of trioxy-
methylene—polymerized formaldehyde—in the smaller
chamber to the temperatures of from 70 to 80 C. for
from ten to twenty minutes. The temperature in the
repository for the catheters is only from 30 to 40 C.
The movement of the formaldehyde vapor is favored
by introducing into the openings out of the vaporizing
chamber phenylhydrazin, which has a strong affinity
for formaldehyde and absorbs the vapors that are so

irritating to the respiratory tract. It was found that
catheters could be made absolutely sterile by means of
this apparatus in the course of ten minutes, and without
suffering any injury. As a precaution, the instruments
should be vigorously rubbed with sterilized gauze be¬
fore they are used, in order to remove any possible
traces of adherent formaldehyde and they should be
thoroughly flushed with water after being used.

THE DANGERS OF HYPNOTISM.
In reply to a question of a correspondent of the

International Journal of Surgery, Dr Robert T. Morris,
of New York, who it appears has had some reputation
as a user of hypnotism, gives a brief summary of his
views as deduced from his experience with the agency.
He says hypnotism should be employed with more cau-
tion than we observe in giving chloroform or ether; it
seems to weaken the subject's resistance to external im-
pressions for a long time\p=m-\it may be permanently\p=m-\
and the incautious hypnotizer may be the cause of
seriously impaired will-power. When he first took up
the subject he found it so easy to hypnotize children
and a large majority of adults that he was tempted to
employ the method frequently for minor operative work,
headaches, etc. He observed later that hypnotic sub-
jects had an uncanny tendency to react to the slightest
suggestion of any one who hypnotized them, and he
did not care to stand in such relation to other people.
As he says, he prefers logical methods in his dealings
and does not like to be in the presence of a weak will,
fearing that his influence may not be best for the
individual. There are probably many conscientious
physicians whose experience has been similar to that
of Dr. Morris, and who have like him practically
abandoned the use of Irypnotism. There is a real perilin the pathologic subjection of the will by this agency;
it may seriously affect the future of the patient and
the chance of this, even though it may be a remote one,,
should be seriously considered. The possibility of in-1. Berlin. klin. Wochenschr., 1900, No. 37, 818.
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